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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV PINR PDIP PORG 

SUBJECT: PNG AMBASSADOR TO U.S. MATANE APOLOGIZES OVER 
CONTROVERSY WITH DFAT 

REF: PORT MORESBY 384 

1 . FOLLOWING CRITICISM BY MATANE OF DFAT AND REBUTTAL BY 
ACTING SECRETARY DFAT SABUMEI WHICH INCLUDED CALL FOR MATANE 
TO RESIGN , DISPUTE, RATHER THAN QUIETING, CONTINUED IN PRESS 

TO DISCOMFORT ALL PARTIES. 

2. ROBIN KUMAINA, FORMER PNG AMBASSADOR TO INDONESIA, SIDED 
WITH SABUMEI, CITING MATANE'S CRITICISMS AS "TOTALLY IRRE- 
SPONSIBLE," NOTING THAT MATANE WAS ALLOWING HIS FRUSTRATIONS 
AND EMOTIONS TO OVERCOME HIM. THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY PUBLIC 
STATEMENT BY SABUMEI TO EFFECT GPNG MIGHT HAVE TO CONSIDER 
RECALLING MATANE IF HE REFUSED TO RESIGN. 

3. DISPUTE SPREAD AS FORMER FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICIAL THOMAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TOBUNBUN, JR., AND MICHAEL PONDROS, MP FROM MANUS, PUBLICLY 
SUPPORTED MATANE'S CLAIMS OF DFAT INCOMPETENCE. 

4. FOLLOWING THIS, MATANE IN PUBLIC STATEMENT REPORTED IN 
PRESS SAID HIS LACK OF PRECISION IN HIS PREVIOUS REMARKS 
"UNNECESSARILY SPARKED OFF THE WHOLE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE AND MYSELF," WITH 
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THE RESULT OF EMBARRASSING THE DEPARTMENT, THE GPNG AND 
HIMSELF. HE THEN WITHDREW WHAT HE TERMED HIS "IRRESPONSIBLE 
STATEMENT" AND PUBLICLY APOLOGIZED TO ALL CONCERNED: DFAT, 

GPNG AND SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UN. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE DFAT HAS NOT PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED MATANE'S 
CAPITULAITION, THERE HAS BEEN NO INDICATION THUS FAR THAT HE 
WILL NOT RETURN TO HIS POSTING IN THE U.S. 

OLMSTED 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISPUTES, AMBASSADORS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 1 4-Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PORTM0091 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770250-0849 

Format: TEL 

From: PORT MORESBY 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770757/aaaabxmr.tel 

Line Count: 71 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9280566b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PORT MORESBY 384 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1861398 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PNG AMBASSADOR TO U.S. MATANE APOLOGIZES OVER CONTROVERSY WITH DFAT 
TAGS: PGOV, PINR, PDIP, PORG, US, PP 
To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9280566b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



